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¢ Future of Cleaning Oil Spills Looks to Robots, Wood Chips and Sponges
> University researchers and small firms are innovating ways to address environmental accidents
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Locals and rescue teams joined forces to contain the oil spill from a stranded Japanese tanker off the coast of Mauritius. As aerial video shows
extensive damage, the country’s prime minister said Mauritius is preparing for a “worst-case” scenario. Photo: Agence France-Presse/Getty
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Recent oil spills in Russia and Mauritius have shown that the industry still needs better
methods for cleaning up accidents. Researchers are working on some unlikely-sounding
solutions, including oil-absorbing wood chips, a solar-powered robot and a reusable
sponge.

The oil industry is controlled by large companies and their suppliers, which together have
often been the cause of spills, but university researchers and small firms are plaving a key
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